Galway PTA Meeting Minutes

February 6, 2007


Call to Order at 7:08 by co-president Debbie VanDemark

Introductions - Attendees introduced themselves

The minutes of the last PTA meeting were not presented for approval in the absence of the corresponding secretary.  Debbie suggested that the minutes could be sent through ListServe and presented at the next meeting.

REPORTS
President: Debbie asked for volunteers to serve on the Nominating Committee and announced that we got the $500 East County Project Clean Grant for beautification of Fairland Center grounds

Principal:  MSA tests are coming up in March.  Starting next week for two weeks, 4th Grade classes are being held in the Media Center because work is being done in the portables to address air quality issues. Final day of school for students is June 13th.  
Modernization – An update on Galway modernization was circulated at the meeting.  Mr. Muhammad is seeking clarification on certain of Mr. Song’s earlier comments.  He plans to take groups of teachers to see the Fairland Holding facility.  Students cannot be brought to see the facility prior to orientation.   There was extensive discussion and questions on the modernization during the meeting, including the following:
· How will kindergarten pickup be organized.  Parents currently have to go into the school to pick up kindergarteners.  
· A parent forum has not been planned to meet with the superintendent, directors of Construction, Facilities, Transportation and others who could answer some of the questions being raised.  A parent meeting can be scheduled and these individuals invited, but no guarantee on who will attend.

Suggestion that parents attend the Key Middle school meeting with the council scheduled for next Tuesday in order to get first hand experience with how the council addresses modernization-related issues and to learn how to advocate for Galway.  Note: this meeting was postponed to 2/21/07.
Action – Need to identify which issues are the most important.  Suggest sending top 10 issues and get parents to rank.   Debbie and other concerned parents will attend the Key Middle School modernization meeting.  PTA also has access to council woman, Marilyn Praisner.

Asst. Principal: Mr. Reinke will take pictures of the holding facility at some point and put together a Powerpoint presentation for teachers to share with classes.
Treasurer: Laurie reported actual and budgeted income and expenses for the PTA so far this year.  The Cherrydale fundraiser raised approximately $10,400 ($1,600 below the budgeted goal).  Expenses for the beginning of the year were reviewed.  Based on these expenditures, it is thought that the PTA should have $5,000 (not $3,000) in reserves to begin the ’07-’08 school year with.  Certain expenses (such as, Classroom Welcome Back money) are paid before income from a fall fundraiser comes in.   Another fundraiser is needed for this year.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Ways & Means – no report
Book Fair – Spring Scholastic Book Fair scheduled for Tuesday March 6 and Wednesday March 7, from 3:30 – 8:00 pm.  Volunteers needed from 2:30.  Discussion on where the Fall 2007 Book fair would be held.  Decision is that it will be held at the Fairland Holding facility.
Communication – Kim Jones has drafted a letter on the move including calendar dates, changes, map, challenges.  She asked for sign off by the Principal so that it can be sent out as a mailer to parents.  Mr. Muhammad will check to see whether the school budget will cover this mailing.   Information will also be sent on the website and by ListServe.
Handbook – Need to get section of the Handbook with calendar and other key information on the website.
Membership – Final count is 167 members
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
MCPS QuickNotes - Discussed how to get MCPS Quick Notes that are available in 6 languages, out to parents.  Suggestions were to look at the student’s yellow cards.  Also, the teachers can provide a current list of  ESOL students.  Tammie volunteered to assist with this.
Comments on 1st & 2nd Grade report cards –Mrs. Newman walked through the K – 2 report card format and Mr. Muhamad provided highlights of the teachers comments on the new report cards, which include the following:

· Able to input data quicker, no comments needed, program calculates the final grade

· Allows for input of interim grades
· Some sections have larger print and the reason is not clear

· Unable to pull report card up by child, only by the learning objectives 

· Insufficient differntiation
There were several comments and questions from parents on the report cards.  These related to reading levels vs reading scores, lack of teacher comments, understanding regular vs accelerated activities and scoring.  
Debbie will compile the comments from the Grading committee meeting that will be held tomorrow night.
Read-a-thon Fundraiser - REACH Read-a-thon was presented as a means of raising additional funds.  It will occur on March 2nd as part of National Reading Month.  Child sets reading goal, e.g. 300 minutes (100 at school and 200 at home), and gets Pledges from family and friends.  PTA gets 50% of the pledges raised.

Calendar

February 7 at 7:15 pm - East County Board Meeting at 3300 Briggs Chaney Dr. Dr. Hermann our Area Superintendent will be in attendance
March 6 & 7 – Book Fair

March 16 - Family Heritage Night

April 30 – Bingo Night

May 22 - Spring Concert & PTA Meeting & Elections

ADJOURNEMENT- Meeting was adjourned at 8:40 on a motion by Dave Ruckdeschel.
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